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AMENDMENTS 

In the Claims 

Please cancel claims 5-6, 9-14, 24-25, 28-37, 39, and 45-52 without prejudice. 
Please amend claims 1-4, 7, 15-17, 20-23, 26, 38, and 40-43 as shown herein. 
Claims 1-4, 7-8, 15-23, 26-27, 38, and 40-44 are pending and are listed following: 

1, (currently amended) A network system, comprising: 
a network server configured to maintain network access information 
corresponding to users authorized to access the network system; 

a domain controller remotely located from the network server at a remote 
network site and communicatively linked with the network server, the domain 
controller configured to cache the network aoo e ps information locally administrate 
access to the network system; and 

the domain controller further configured to: 

track individual users that request access to the network system from 
via the domain controller at the remote network site: 

receive a first network access request from a user and validate the 
first network access request with the network access information 
maintained at the network server, 

cache the network access information: and 

receive a second network access request from the user and validate 
the second network access request with the network access information 
cached at the domain controller. 



MS1-67AUSM01 



PAGE 5121 ' RCVD AT 912912004 5:34:24 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 * DN1S:8729306 * CSID:509 323 8979 ' DURATION (mm-ss):05-12 



I 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
t0 
17 
IS 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 



29 2004 14:49 FR LEE - HAYES PLL 509 323 8979 TO 17038729306 



P. 06/21 



2. (currently amended) A network system as recited in claim 1, 
wherein the domain controller is further configured to cache the network access 
information only for the individual users that request access to the network system 

via the domain controller at the remo te network site. 

3. (currently amended) A network system as recited in claim l y 
wherein the domain controller is further configured to update the network access 
information at the domain controller for the individual users that request access to 
the network system from via the domain controller at the remote network: site . 

4. (currently amended) A network system as recited in claim 1, 
wherein the domain controller is further configured to update the network access 
information at the domain controller for the individual users that request access to 
the network system #em via the domain controller at the remote network site 
within a defined time interval. 

5-6. canceled 
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7. (currently amended) A network system as recited in claim 1> 
wherei n: the domain controll e r iG furth e r configured to roooivo a network acc e s s 
roquopt fioni a usor and volidate the network aoo es a request with th e n e twork 
aoooaa information maintained in th e network ocrver before the domain controller 
caches th e n e twork aoo e ss information; and the domain controller is further 
configured to rocoivo a second network access r e quest from th e user and validate 
the second network access request with the network access information cached at 
the domain controller if the second network access request is within a defined time 
interval. 

8* (original) A network system as recited in claim 1 , wherein: 

the network access information comprises identifiers to indicate network 

group memberships that an individual user is a member of in the network system; 

and 

the domain controller is further configured to maintain user objects 
associated with the individual users that request access to the network system from 
the domain controller, and cache the identifiers to the user objects. 

9-14. canceled 
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15. (currently amended) A network, comprising: 

a global information server configured to maintain network information 
corresponding to users of the network; 

a remote server communicatively linked with the global information server, 
the remote server configured to: 

receive a first network access request from a user and validate the 
fi yst network access request with the network information maintained at the 
global information server. 

cache the network information; 

< 

receive a second network access request from the user and validate 
the second network access request with the network information cached at 
the remote server: 

track individual users that request access to the network from the 
remote server; and 

update the network information cached at the remote server for the 
individual users that access the network from the remote server. 

16. (currently amended) A network as recited in claim 15, 
wherein the remote server is further configured to update the network information 
cached at the remote server for the individual users that access the network from 
the remote server within a defined time interval. 



tee©heryes 



MS1-678U3.M01 



PAGE 8121 * RCVD AT 9/2912004 5:34:24 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] " SVR:U$PTO£FXRMI0 * DNISOT06 ' CSID:509 323 8979 ' DURATION (mm-ss):05-1 2 



1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 



29 2004 14:50 FR LEE - HAYES PLL 509 323 8979 TO 17038729306 



P. 09/21 



17. (currently amended) A network as recited in claim 15, 
wherein the remote server is further configured to receive a uaor request to acc o so 
the network and validate the second network access »sef request with the network 
information cached at the remote server if the user accessed the network from the 
remote server within a defined time interval. 

18. (original) A network as recited in claim 15, wherein the remote 
server is further configured to track individual users that request access to the 
network information cached at the remote server. 

19. (original) A network as recited in claim 15, wherein the remote 
server is further configured to receive a user request to access the network 
information cached at the remote server and validate the user request if the user 
accessed the network from the remote server within a defined time interval. 
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20. (currently amended) A method, comprising: 
maintainin g, at a first site, network access information at a first network 

3 ^e r the network access information identifying that idontifioa users authorized to 
access a network; 

validating a first network access request from a user at a second network 
site with the network access information maintain ed at the first network site; 

caching the network access information at a the second network site; aad 
validating a second network access request from the user at the second 
network site with the network access information cached at the second network 
site: and 

tracking individual user requests to access the network from the second 
network site, 

21. (currently amended) A method as recited in claim 20, wherein 
said caching comprises storing the network access information at the second 
network site only for the individual users that request access to the network from 
the second network site, 

22* (currently amended) A method as recited in claim 20, further 
comprising updating the network access information at the second network site for 
the individual users that periodically request access to the network from the 
second network site. 
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23* (currently amended) A method as recited in claim 20, further 
comprising updating the network access information at the second network site for 
the individual users that request access to the network from the second network 
site within a defined time interval, 

24-25. canceled 



26. (currently amended) 

comprising: 



A method as recited in claim 20, furth e r 



validating a network aocoss request from a us e r at the s e cond sito with th e 
n etwork access information maintain e d at the first sito, wherein said validating 
oooura before said caching; and 

validating a second network access roquoat from the user at tho sooond qite, 
wherein said validating the second network access request comprises validating 
the second network access request with the network access information cached at 
the second network site if the second network access request is within a defined 
time interval. 

27* (original) A computer-readable medium comprising computer 
executable instructions that, when executed, direct a computing system to perform 
the method of claim 20. 

28-37* canceled 
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38* (currently amended) A method, comprising: 

maintainin g, at a network global information s e rv e r, network information at 

a global infr nrngtini^ server, the network information corresponding to users of the 

network; 

receiving a first network access request from a user at a remote server 
communicatively linked with the global information server: 

validating the first network access request at the remote server with the 
network informfltfoti m Stained at the global information server 

caching the network information at a the remote server; 

receiving a second network access request from the user at the remote 

server; 

validating the second network access request at the remote server with the 

network information cached at the remote server 

tracking users that request access to the network via the remote server; and 
updating the network information cached at the remote server with the 

network information maintained at the global information server for users 

authorized to access the network from the remote server, and that accessed the 

remote server within a defined time interval. 

39. canceled 
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40. (currently amended) A method as recited in claim 38, further 
comprising * 

rpcming fl 1Trfir m T innt tn QocofiB the network; and wherein aaid validating 
the second network access request comprises validating the «sm second network 
qqcess request with the network information cached at the remote server if the 
second network access request is received within a defined time interval. 

41. (currently amended) A method as recited in claim 38, further 
comprising: 

tracking users that access the cached network information cached at the 
remote server : and 

updating the network information cached at the remote server with the 
network information maintained at the global information server for users 
authorized to access the network information from the remote server, and that 
accessed the network information cached at the remote server within a defined 
time interval. 

42. (currently amended) A method as recited in claim 38, further 
comprising: 

receiving a user request to access the network information cached at the 
remote server: and 

validating the user request at the remote server. 
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43, (currently amended) A method as recited in claim 38, further 
comprising: 

receiving a user request to access the network information cached at the 
remote server; and 

validating the user request at the remote server if the user request is 
received within a defined time interval. 

44. (original) A computer-readable medium comprising computer 
executable instructions that, when executed, direct a computing system to perform 
the method of claim 38. 

45-52. canceled 
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